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FARiT RECORDS DOCUMENT ADVAPICES 
ANNCR = 


MANY AMERICAN FARHERS REGULARLY PROVIDE AGRICULTURE 
DEPARTMENTS OF LOCAL UNIVERSITIES WITH DETAILED RECORDS 
OF THEIR OPERATIONS ... AS WE HEAR Tit THIS BACKGROUND 
REPORT FRO! VOA AGRICULTURAL SPECIALIST ROD TURNBULL IN 
KANSAS CITY, 

VOICE: 

THE RECORDS KEPT BY AMERICAN FARMERS COVER ALL 
ASPECTS OF FARM HANAGEMENT, THEY PROVIDE THE UNIVERSITIES 
WITH DATA ON WHAT TT COSTS TO PRODUCE A CROP, WHICH 
CROPS MAKE THE MOST PROFIT, Ai A HOST OF OTHER THINGS OF 
VALUE TO THE AGRICULTURAL SCIENTIST AND ECONONIST. 

THE UNIVERSITIES, IN TURN, USE THE RECORDS TO ADVISE 
FARMERS ON HOW TO IMPROVE THE EFFICIENCY OF THEIR OPERATIONS. 

THE RECORDS OF FARMERS WHO ARE COOPERATING WITH THE 
UNTVERSITY OF MISSOURI, FOR EXAMPLE, INDICATE THAT 
FARMERS OF THAT STATE HAVE DOUBLED THEIR PER HECTARE 
FARM MACHINERY EXPENDITURES Ih THE LAST FIVE YEARS. PART 
OF THE REASON FOR THIS IHCREASE IS THAT MACHINERY PRICES 
HAVE GONE UP, BUT ANOTHER REASOM 18 THAT AMERICAN FARMERS 
ARE EXPANDING THE SIZE OF THEIR FARMS AND ARE BUYING 
LARGER AND MORE COSTLY MACHINERY. 

FARM PRODUCTION IN THE UNITED STATES THE LAST Two 
YEARS HAS BEEN THE HIGHEST IN HISTORY. YET THE NUMBER 
OF PEOPLE LIVING ON FARMS IS i!04 UNDER TEN MILLION, AND 


THAT IS THE LOWEST SINCE THE UNITED STATES WAS A VERY 
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YOUNG COUNTRY. ACTUALLY, LESS THAW FIVE PERCENT OF 
AMERICAN PEOPLE LIVE ON FARIS. AHD EVEN AS LATE AS 
TWENTY~FIVE OR THIRTY YEARS AGO, THERE WERE MORE THAN 

TWICE AS MANY PEOPLE ON FARHS AS OF TODAY. YET FARM 
PRODUCTION HAS DOUBLED IN THAT TIME. 

OUTPUT PER MAN HOUR ON THE FARM IS MORE THAN THREE 
TIMES GREATER THAN IT WAS TVENTY YEARS AGO, WHILE IN 
THE AMERICAN MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES, OUTPUT PER MAN 
HOUR IS LESS THAN TWO TITIES GREATER. ONE AMERICAN 
FARMER TODAY PRODUCES ENOUGH FOOD AND FIBER FOR HINSELF 
AND FIFTY~FIVE OTHER PEOPLE. 

THE AMERICAN FARMER ARGUES THAT HIS EFFICIENCY TENDS TO 
LOWER FOOD PRICES, AND IT IS A FACT THAT CURRENTLY ANERICANS 
ARE SPENDING ONLY JUST A LITTLE OVER SEVENTEEN PERCENT 
OF THEIR INCOMES FOR FOOD, THIS IS THE SMALLEST PERCENTAGE 
IN THE WORLD. STILL, THE AMERICAi! PEOPLE FEEL THAT THEY 
ARE PAYING TOO NUCH FOR FOOD. SOME OF THEM BELIEVE FOOD 
COSTS WOULO BE LESS [Ff THE UNITED STATES DID NOT EXPORT $0 
MUCH OF ITS FARM PRODUCTION. AND FARM ORGAWIZATIONS SUCH 
AS THE AMERICAN CATTLEMEN'S ASSOCIATION CONTEND THAT FOOD 
COSTS WOULD BE LESS IF THERE WAS NOT SUCH A WIDE SPREAD 
BETWEEN WHAT THE FARMER GETS FOR HIS PRODUCT AND WHAT THE 
CONSUMER FINALLY PAYS FOR IT AT THE STORE. THE FARM 
ORGANIZATIONS INSIST THAT GREATER PRODUCTIVITY AND 
EFFICIENCY ON THE PART OF MERCHANDISERS OF FOOD WOULD 
REDUCE FOOD COSTS. THIS CONTROVERSY MAY NEVER BE RESOLVED. 
BUT IF IT IS, IT WILL HAVE TO BE DONE AT THE AMERICAN 


MARKETPLACE. JS/PBM 


